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to have been merely an instrument on that occasion, of exe-
cuting the will of the confederates, who were displeased at
a treaty which he had without their sanction entered into."
A treaty in this case was, in my opinion, a superfluous
formality ; for such Vere the aggressions annually com-
mitted by the Cossyahs, on the districts of Sylhet and
Assam, that the British Government, when possessed of
both of these countries, became entitled to take possession
of the hills as a measure of retaliation, and the only means
of securing their subjects on the plains from molestation.11

48th. In alluding to the subject of tribute, Mr. Robertson
adds, " It may be as well to observe, that the revenue of the
hill chieftains appears to arise from duties on bazars in the
plains, on the borders of their territory, from fines imposed for
offences, and in some parts from offerings of various articles of
consumption. As an example, I may mention, that I am
informed by a native officer, who was at Nungkreein, during
the late conferences, that while he was there, Sing Manick
imposed a fine of 300 rupees on one of his subjects, for
speaking disrespectfully of one of his female relatives."

49th. All opposition having been at length overcome, and
the principal chieftains having tendered their submission to
the British Government, it was resolved to place the whole
mountain tract under the superintendence of the officer,
whose skill and gallantry had so largely contributed to its
pacification; and Captain Lister was shortly afterwards
appointed Political Agent for Cossyah affairs, over which he
exercises a general controul. The judicial customs, which
prevailed among the tribe, previous to the establishment
of our supremacy, continue to be observed, with such occa-
sional modifications, as experience proves necessary to tem-
per the sanguinary nature of their penal enactments; and
there is now reason to hope, that the tranquillity they at
present enjoy, will be productive of a more extended inter-
course with the inhabitants of the plains, than has hitherto
been practicable; and that conscious of the advantages to be
derived, from so intimate an association with superior civiliz-
ation and wealth, the Cossyahs will carefully avoid the